
“For you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you Free…” 
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WHAT IS THIS THING:CHRISTIANITY? 
BY: TRAVIS W. LEWIS 

Will your brand of “Christianity” suffice to meet the chal-
lenges of our age? Is there really a supernatural, 
“spiritual” realm, or is nature all that exists? Is there 
really solid evidence that this supernatural, sovereign 
God lives? Is God the ultimate reality, and is the actual 
sacrifice of one, Jesus, the only redemption that will 
finally clean up the mess in which most of the world 
admits that we find ourselves? Are the “truths” that we 
espouse actually the spoken word of a sovereign God, 
or are they ideas that we have happened up on or in-
vented for ourselves? 
  
False ideas are the greatest obstacles to the reception 
of the gospel. We may preach with all the fervor of a 
reformer and yet succeed in winning only a straggler or 
two here or there, if we permit the whole collective 
thought of a nation or of the world to be controlled by 
ideas which…prevent Christianity from being regarded 
as anything more that a harmless delusion.  (J. Gresh-
am Machen) 

(Continued on page 3) 

BEHOLD THE GOOD TIDINGS … 

 
“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, be-
hold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the 
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger.” Luke 2:10-12 
 
At the beginning of this essay on JOY, let us assert 
that we should hold no superstitious regard for times 
or seasons, and have no reason to base a belief on 
the ecclesiastical arrangement called Christmas. Con-
venience and superstition have established tradition 
that fixes the day of the Savior’s birth, though it is im-
possible to discover when it occurred. The fact re-
mains that if there be any day of the year most likely 
not to be the day of His birth, December twenty-fifth 
would be a most likely candidate. Nevertheless, during 
this season when the current of men’s thoughts run 
toward finding joy in the birth of a Savior, we should 
not ignore an opportunity to laud the good tidings of 

(Continued on page 2) 

RUNNING IN THE RAIN 

********* 
She had been shopping at Walmart. She must have been six years old, this beautiful brown haired, freckle-face 
image of innocence.  
It was pouring rain outside — the kind that comes in sheets, filling up the parking lot drains. We all stood there 
under the awning and just inside the Walmart doors. Some waited patiently while others became irritable be-
cause nature had messed up their day.  
Her voice was so sweet as it broke the trance in which the rain had caught us. “Mom, let’s run through the rain,” 
she said as she glanced up at her mother.  
“Run through the rain?”, her mother questioned. “We’ll wait until it slows down raining so we won’t get soaked.” 
“No, we won’t , Mom.,and besides, that’s not  what you said this morning.” 
“Now what did I say this morning about running through the rain and not getting wet?” 
“You remember, Mom. When you were talking to Daddy about his cancer, you said, ‘If God can get us through 
this, He can get us through anything!”’ 

(Continued on page 3) 

*A FAIR WEATHER FRIEND IS ALWAYS THERE WHEN HE NEEDS YOU!!* 
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FATHER, PHILOSOPHER, AND “FIREBALL” 
PREACHER 

BY: TRAVIS W. LEWIS 
**************************** 

Jon was born in East Windsor, Connecticut in 1703, 
the son of a long line of Congregationalist ministers. 
He entered Yale University at age 13 and graduated 
at 17. At age 23, he became assistant pastor of a 
Northampton, Massachusetts congregation at which 
his grandfather, Solomon Stoddard, was pastor. In 
1729, at age 26, his church elected young Jon as their 
pastor, following the death of his grandfather.  
During the next twenty years, Jon led a series of reviv-
als that probably had the most profound effect on 
American religious life in all our history. During that 
time, his sermons and writings also began stirring the 
wrath of his entrenched Calvinist friends. As with most 
who gain popularity by challenging tradition with facts, 
Jon was attacked by radicals and conservatives alike. 
By the late 1740’s, he was urging his church members 
to exclude from participation in the Lord’s Supper any 
who had not had a personal religious experience with 
the Lord. As a result, in 1750, the congregation he had 
faithfully served for over twenty years dismissed him. 
Mostly excluded by his lifelong denomination, Jon 
spent the next seven years doing mission work in an 
Indian settlement in Stockbridge, Massachusetts. Dur-
ing this final phase of his life, he wrote his major philo-
sophical work, Freedom of Will, which discussed in 
great detail the doctrine of predestination. In 1758, at 
age fifty-five, he succumbed to death. By the time of 
his death, Jon and his wife Sarah had raised eleven 
children. According to Elisabeth D. Dodds in her book, 
Marriage to a Difficult Man: The “Uncommon Un-
ion”…., by 1900, Jon’s family had over 1,400 de-
scendants, among whom had been 13 college presi-
dents, 65 professors, 100 attorneys, 30 judges, 66 
physicians, 3 state governors, 3 senators, and a vice-
president of the United States.   
Jon left a remarkable family of learning and distinction. 
His legacy, however, was the mark he left on Ameri-
can religious life. It was possibly like none other, be-
fore or since. For during the 1730’s, among his other 
great works, God had inspired this Yale graduate with 
a special sermon that he called, Sinners In The Hand 
Of An Angry God. It was possibly the most effective 
discourse this side of the apostolic age. He delivered it 
repeatedly, and with recurring results. In massive 
numbers, listeners would fall in place and cry for mer-
cy as they saw themselves convicted before an angry 
God. Whether to a brush arbor or an open cow pas-
ture, people flocked to his revival meetings. And many 
would experience not only a changed mind, but a truly 

God’s great gift “to all people”.    
In the beginning text of this article, we find part of the 
sermon by the first evangelist. Its preacher was an an-
gel, and his keynote was “joy”, “Fear not: I bring you 
good tidings of great joy..”. In a contemporary world, 
possibly more filled with fear than ever before, this as-
surance is a reminder that it need no longer be a dread-
ful thing for man to approach his Maker. Neither need 
any to dread the sight of God sitting as Judge on a 
throne of terror; for these “good tidings of great joy” 
are that, because of this gift incarnated at Bethlehem, 
we can come to Him as a beloved child before its faithful 
father. Even the greatest joy offered by earth and men is 
sporadic, trivial, and terminal. These good tidings are 
unique in the strictest sense. Their strains of joy have 
rung through the ages, and their echoes will be heard 
until the trumpet brings the resurrection; and they will 
reach fullness only in eternity. This joy, constantly at our 
disposal, can be experienced at any level we choose, 
and it perishes not with our mortal flesh. Not really know-
ing Christ, men seem to imagine that in Him is found 
only a level of seriousness that renders us weary, 

BEHOLD THE GOOD TIDINGS … 
(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

changed way of life. The hope born by their experience 
attracted others to Jon’s meetings. Being visually im-
paired, he would preach by reading his sermon almost 
verbatim with the paper within a few inches of his face.  
Radical changes in religious practices resulted from the 
meetings led by this young revivalist, the likes of which 
America had not seen before, nor have we experienced 
since. He was obviously of keen intellect and factually 
inclined, yet the spirit with which his messages were de-
livered was powerful beyond measure. No wonder the 
series of revivals, which Jon led, is still remembered as 
The Great Awakening. WHO WAS THIS FATHER, PHI-
LOSOPHER, AND “FIREBALL” PREACHER? 

(The name of this revivalist is found on page 4) 

***BOREN’S FIRST LAW: WHEN IN DOUBT, MUMBLE. *** 
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Mr. Machen was speaking of a typical approach taken by 
many Christians to their religion. With all the energy and 
resources directed toward “Christianity”, are we not, 
comparatively speaking, picking up a mere one or two 
true converts here and there? Are we confident that our 
professions of being “Christian” are supported by truths 
spoken by God and proven by history? Are they the guid-
ing lights of our lives that others yearn to understand, or 
are they mere dogma to be stored for use mostly on 
Sundays, Wednesday nights, and funerals? Does our 
daily practice of Christianity really correspond with the 
written word that we proclaim as rule and guide? Is our 
paradigm of Christianity much more than a nostalgic im-
age of the old hometown and an active church; or is that 
paradigm molded more by imagination than how things 
actually were? The degree of our failure to seek and un-
derstand the solidity of genuine Christianity will be the 
same degree that our neighbors around the globe regard 
our faith as the “harmless delusion” of which Mr. Machen 
speaks.  
Lasting, true faith, intrinsic to true Christianity, is not just 
a personal matter that is harbored and hidden within. If it 
is genuine, it becomes the framework for every sector of 
life. The Apostle James was approaching the twilight of 
his life, and as the Holy Spirit warmed his heart and en-
lightened his mind to record for posterity, he wrote, 
“What doeth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he 
hath faith, and have not works?…If a brother or sister be 
naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you say 
unto him, ‘depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled’; not-
withstanding ye give him not those things which are 
needful to the body; what doeth it profit? Even so, faith, if 
it hath not works, is dead, being alone.” James 2:14-17 
James was saying that genuine faith is intrinsic and cen-
tral to real Christianity, and that it surely shows in the 
works of our hands.  
 
Our choices in life are shaped by what we believe is 
real and true, right and wrong, good and beautiful. 
They are reflective of our overall view of who we are, 
from where we came, how we got to where we are, 
what went wrong, how we can fix it, and where we 
are going. To clarify our individual views on these 
questions is the goal of this article, What Is This 
Thing: Christianity? The measuring stick of our true 

WHAT IS THIS THING:CHRISTIANITY? 
(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 5) 

The murmur of the impatient crowd stopped dead 
silent. As we all stood there in silence, her Mom 
paused, obviously thinking about what to say or do. 
Some might have expected her to just laugh it off or 
scold the little girl’s silliness, or maybe ignore what 
the child had said. But her wiser instincts prevailed, 
for Mom knew this was a time when innocent trust 
could be nurtured so that someday it will bloom into 
faith.  
“Well, honey, you are absolutely right. Let’s run 
through the rain. If God lets us get wet, well maybe 
we just needed a washing.”  And off they ran, darting 
past the cars and through the puddles — and they 
got soaked just like the few others who followed, 
screaming and laughing all the way to their cars.  
It is reasonable to believe that somewhere down the 
road, Mom will reflect back on these moments they 
spent together, captured like pictures in the scrap-
book of her cherished memories. Maybe when her 
heart fills as she watches her daughter graduate; or 
if Daddy is still able to walk her down the aisle on her 
wedding day. Then she will laugh again. Her heart 
will beat a little faster as her smile tells the world 
they love each other. But only they will share that 
precious moment when they ran through the rain 
believing that God would get them through.  
And, yes, I did. I ran with them that day. And deep 
within, what a washing I received! For I remembered 
that people can take away my money, and circum-
stances can take away my health, but no one can 
take my precious memories. So don’t forget to take  
the opportunity to make good memories every day. 

******************* 

RUNNING IN THE RAIN 
(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 6) 

***ARE YOU AN “ETHNOCENTRIC”? ETHNOCENTRICISM IS A COMMON AILMENT IN *** 
***************AMERICA, AND OFTEN FOUND IN OUR CHURCHES. ************** 

(See bottom of page 6 for the definition of this deceptive ailment.) 

P OWER TENDS TO NUR-

TURE THE IDOLATRY OF 

SELF; IT TENDS TO  CORRUPT 

AND ALMOST NEVER APOLO-

GIZES. Dr. John Woodbridge 
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gloomy, and discontent. So, during this season, we often 
look beyond what Christ allows and snatch delicacies 
from the table of Satan, with which we adorn the holiday 
held to honor a Savior.  
This peculiar joy holds no prejudice, for it is “to all peo-
ple”. Unlike the joy offered by man, it requires not the 
credentials of a certain skin color, blood lineage, gender, 
economic background, or ethnic heritage. However un-
known or disregarded by man, you are known to God. 
Who else was mindful of the obscure shepherds minding 
their flocks at the midnight hour? The angel proclaimed 
to them, “unto you a child is born”. No regard of others 
has cast you so low or raised you so high as to exclude 
you from His purpose on Earth. Even those who never 
know Him are blessed. Wherever the Scriptures are 
freely opened and the Gospel preached, there is no land 
beneath the sun where a tyrant can long hold his posi-
tion. Whether president or pope, pastor or king, when the 
Bible is opened and read by all men, the seat of the ty-
rant is soon emptied. Where Christ comes, there joy re-
sides also. For the pure Gospel of Jesus makes men 
think, and when men think for themselves, the despot’s 
power is endangered. To know Jesus sets one free from 
superstition, and the more acquainted he becomes with 
Jesus, the more unwilling he is to bow to any other. The 
childish fear of man that once held him captive is gone. 
He is most joyful who best knows Christ, and we will nev-
er know the fullness of joy that Christ brings to the soul 
unless we, with the aid of the Holy Spirit, take Jesus as 
true Master and our all in all.  
And what was the proof – the sign – that the promise 
was true? It was much the same as it is today. There 
was no sign of temporal power to the lowly shepherds as 
they arrived at the birth scene; and neither is there such 
a sign to men as they seek Him today. They found, shel-
tered in a simple manger, only a little infant boy that had 
to be carried and cleaned by others. He was neither 
wrapped in fine linen nor sleeping in a cradle of gold.  No 
crown was on his head, and no halo over the mother’s 
brow, as we might be mistakenly led to visualize. They 
found only a young Galilean maiden wearing neither silk 
nor gems, nursing a little child wrapped in garments of a 
peasant, and a carpenter standing by. Here was a scene 
totally absent of men’s superstition and imagination. No 
mysterious light making the midnight hour as bright as 
noon; no visible angels with halos hovering in the skies 
above. It was a simple scene – as plain as the baby in 

BEHOLD THE GOOD TIDINGS … 
(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 6) 

FROM PAGE 2, THE FATHER, PHILOSOPHER, AND 
“FIREBALL”PREACHER’S NAME WAS >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> JONATHAN EDWARDS 

A DEAL DESCRIBED AS A ‘CAKE WALK’  IS USUALLY JUST AFTER YOUR DOUGH!!! 

WHEN THE ROAD TO SUCCESS IS 
CALLED FAMINE 
BY: TRAVIS W. LEWIS 

 

He was an unusual young man. He was terrifically 
smart, and like his father, he showed possession of 
unusual business savvy. Because he was his aging 
father’s oldest of two sons by his mother who had 
died in childbirth of his younger brother, he enjoyed 
a special affection from his father. However by the 
time he seventeen, the jealousy of his older half-
brothers had sent him far from home into a strange 
land. His conspiring brothers convinced their father 
that his favorite son had been lost to a tragic fate.  
Within a few weeks at most, he found himself in a 
strange land, penniless and friendless. Neverthe-
less, he did not despair, for he knew God had not 
forgotten him. Both his physical and mental abilities 
soon surfaced in the new land, and he found em-
ployment in the service of a leading government 
official. Soon, he was elevated to a leading position 
of responsibility, only to fall innocent victim to slan-
der, for which he was jailed. Here he remained for 
several years, though, even in prison, his apparent 
trustworthiness earned him a privileged position of 
responsibility among his fellow prisoners. During his 
incarceration, his marvelous wisdom became appar-
ent to a fellow prisoner who would soon be re-
leased. Upon his friend’s release, he was promised 
that his favors would not be forgotten. His friend, 
who returned to a position of high political profile, 
did forget however, and for another two long years, 
he remained incarcerated; until a need by the head 
of their government arose for the gift that he alone 
possessed. Only then did his friend remember. He 
was brought from behind his prison bars, and his 
unique gifts from God were put to the test. And they 
served him well! Well enough that the politician im-
mediately awarded him a “cabinet-level” position, 
one that resembled being in sole charge of our 
whole Department of Agriculture, where he was in 
charge of all the national granaries. The first seven 
years of his administration produced unprecedented 
crops. By the end of that period, all the nation’s stor-
age facilities were running over with the excess that 
had been produced. He was now thirty-seven years 
old.   

(Continued on page 5) 
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success in life is to discover whatever is permanently 
real and true, what is right and wrong, and to align our 
goals and points of view with those realities. If our 
“brand” of Christianity proves transitional or inconsistent 
with time-tested truths, then maybe the time for objec-
tive personal audit has arrived.  
Is the sole basis for our Christian view of life and its val-
ues found in the revelations of God in Scripture? If our 
view challenges, or is inconsistent with, those revela-
tions, then we owe it to self, family, acquaintance, and 
posterity to reconsider and align with those truths. For if 
Christianity itself has proven either a failure with man-
kind or only an equal with other religious sandcastles, 
then we are logically no more than those considered as 
barbarians. More particularly, if our “brand” or “belief 
system” of Christianity fails under the test of likeness to 
Christ, then we must eventually answer to Jesus for 
false impersonation. If we reserve real hope of our be-
lief system passing that test, it must be founded on 
much more than private feelings and experience, 
though both are byproducts of whatever that system of 
beliefs is.  
If Christianity is no more than just “another good idea”, 
then it will eventually, or would have probably already, 
gone the way of countless other “great ideas” with 
which history is filled. The basic struggle in which Chris-
tianity is involved is not about whether abortion is right 
or wrong, whether homosexuals should have “rights”, 
the purpose and meaning of water baptism, or even the 
legitimacy of the pope. Those are particular skirmishes 
in a much larger, more cosmic conflict. The real war is 
about who we as mortals are, why and how, if at all, we 
own a genuine tie with an omnipotent, omniscient, and 
sovereign God. I am convinced that lifetimes are spent 
fighting in these skirmishes without clarity in mind of 
what the war is actually about; and such ignorance 
dooms our best efforts. The great divisions on our plan-
et are no longer geographic or language barriers. The 
most formidable partitions are differences in views of 
who man is, how we should relate to one another, and 
how, individually and collectively, we relate to God -- or 
if we relate to this “God” at all. The Apostle Peter tells 
us to always be prepared to answer anyone who would 
ask the reason for the hope we have. 1 Pet. 3:15 
 
The first section of this effort is dedicated to a re-
view of who we actually are, and whence we came. 
If we hope to prove Christianity to be the world’s realis-
tic hope, we must internalize the Scriptural facts regard-
ing who we are and how we got here. Much of my edu-

WHAT IS THIS THING:CHRISTIANITY? 
(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Meanwhile, his brothers had dismissed any qualms 
they may have had about their brother’s uncertain fate. 
They were sure that he was long gone from their lives. 
As long as their pastures were green and their herds 
flourishing, they were happy; as long as their valleys 
were covered with corn and the reapers were singing, 
his brothers were unconcerned and content. Then 
their security was crushed. Famine came, and it hit 
hard. Soon, their storage was consumed, and they 
were forced to their neighboring nation to buy food. 
And whom would they find in charge? Though unsus-
pecting at first, they soon recognized the administra-
tor, with whom they must deal, was none other than 
their own brother, the one who, twenty years before, 
they had conspired to exile.  
Hopefully, by now you have discovered the brother 
who went from favorite son to castaway to leading citi-
zen to prisoner, then to second head of state, was Jo-
seph, the son of Jacob. His beautiful story can be read 
in Genesis, chapters 30-42.  
Sometimes, God deals with us in much the same 
ways. Like Joseph and his brothers, he breaks up our 
nest and loosens our roots that He might put us to a 
nobler use. Not only may He disturb our security, He 
may cut away our incomes or our means to provide; or 
He may crush our inflated pride or bring to light our 
hidden sins. Then, and maybe only then, weary, worn, 
saddened, and with crushed egos, are we prepared to 
confess our wrongdoings and heed the words of 
Christ, “Come unto me, all of you who are weary 
and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Ω  

WHEN THE ROAD TO SUCCESS IS CALLED 
FAMINE 

(Continued from page 4) 

W E ARE NEITHER GLORIFIED NOR MODIFIED 
MONKEYS; WE ARE NOT JUST RANDOM 

MISTAKES..  Dr. J. P. Moreland 

K NOW SOMEBODY WHO  JUST CAN-
NOT SEEM  TO SHUT UP, WHO IS 

CONSTANTLY RUNNING OFF AT THE 
MOUTH? IF YOU WANT TO EXPLAIN HIS 
HABIT ELOQUENTLY, YOU CAN SAY HE 
EXPLATERATES.  
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The author of the above story is unknown. It is con-
densed and adapted for use in REVEILLE, and was 
contributed by Brenda Kelly, Lexington, Tennessee. 

RUNNING IN THE RAIN 
(Continued from page 3) 

common garments and the gospel that He bore, and that 
even today is the only hope for all men.    
No scene more absent of pomp and pageant could be im-
agined. And yet, how filled with joy! And it is still so today 
when we approach Him! As we still find Him, He promises 
neither riches in which men take pride, nor does He ex-
pect the same as a price for His friendship. So as we feel 
the rub and tear of our daily lives, He invites us all to come 
in full humility and simple faith. To the children, He says 
“Come”, for He was once a boy himself.  To the young 
women, who, like Mary, are still in the morning of your 
beauty, He says “Come”, bear Him in your hearts and find 
joy in Him. To the young men still in your prime days of 
strength, He  says “Come”, and, like Joseph, sanctify your 
strength to His service. To the older matrons and widows, 
He says “Come”, and, like Anna, praise Him that you have 
seen His salvation. And to those to whom the passing of 
many days has brought the hoary head and approaching 
sunset, He invites you “Come”, and, like Simeon, take Him 
in your arms and adore Him as your departure draws ever 
nigh.  
He still stands, as He has for two-thousand years, and 
invites one and all, “Come to Me, all you who labor and 
are heavy laden … and you will find rest for your 
souls.” Regardless of color or creed, whether rich or poor, 
however outcast or applauded by men, He still brings 
news that is truly “good”. And those “good tidings” still 
affords a peculiar joy that men cannot rifle, and the world 
cannot take away!  Ω 
 

BEHOLD THE GOOD TIDINGS … 
(Continued from page 4) 

     We suffer from ETHNOCENTRISM if we 
view our own group as the center of every-
thing… It’s a close cousin to BIGOTRY.  

D EALING WITH FAULTS: DO YOU 

DEAL AS GENTLY AND PATIENTLY 

WITH THE FAULTS OF OTHERS AS YOU 

DO WITH YOUR OWN — HUH? 

BETTER DO IT.. NOW!! 

S itting where you are, if somehow it 
were revealed to you that you only had 
three hours to live, what would you do?  
Would you have some phone calls that 
would just have to be made, or maybe a 
note of encouragement to write, or an 
apology to make, a small debt to pay, or 
possibly a matter of forgiveness that 
would clear up an old grudge before the 
final goodbye? Maybe some thanks to 
express? Or would you want to make 
sure someone knows he or she  truly 
does mean a lot to you?  
Well, the time is steadily drawing nigh 
when each of us does have only those 
final three hours to live — maybe those 
three hours  are in progress right now, or 
maybe  about all gone! 
SO WHY ARE YOU WAITING? 

I 
F THE GRASS IS GREENER ON THE 

OTHER SIDE OF THE FENCE, YOU 

CAN BET THAT THE WATER BILL IS 

HIGHER! 

T 
HE BEST WAY TO GET EVEN 

…. IS TO JUST FORGET…. 
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SIEGEL’S LAW: A MAN WITH ONE WATCH KNOWS WHAT TIME 

***IT IS; A MAN WITH TWO WATCHES CANNOT BE CERTAIN.***  

cational process, especially relating to religion, has pro-
gressed under the theory that even the most objective 
science and Christianity must remain at odds regarding 
our origin. That is a false theory. That assumption is 
what Lincoln Barnett wrote about our origin and the 
findings of Albert Einstein, an essential atheist, in The 
Universe And Dr. Einstein, “..the inescapable infer-
ence is that everything had a beginning: somehow and 
sometime the cosmic processes were started, the stel-
lar fires ignited, and the whole vast pageant of the uni-
verse brought into being.”  
The first law of thermodynamics (the conservation of 
matter) implies that matter cannot just appear into exist-
ence or create itself. So if the universe, which is certain-
ly “matter”, had a beginning, then something external to 
the universe must have caused it to come into exist-
ence. That something, or someone, had to be trans-
cendent to the natural world. The idea of creation is no 
longer merely a matter of religious faith. It is a conclu-
sion based on the most straightforward reading of sci-
entific evidence. British physicist Paul Davies, himself 
not a professing Christian and a proponent of the still 
questionable “big bang theory”, acknowledges that 
modern science can trace our existence only back to a 
certain point, and that point is the “one place in the uni-
verse where there is room, even for the most hard-
nosed materialist, to admit God.” Even if the big bang 
theory is fact, it would have had to explode with an un-
imaginably precise degree of vigor for our present uni-
verse to have formed. Physicists agree that had the 
explosion been the least bit weaker, the universe would 
have collapsed back in on itself as a result of gravita-
tional forces; and if the explosion had produced too 
much velocity, the particles of matter would have imme-
diately escaped any gravitational influence with each 
other and sped away to a permanent disassociation. 
Similar arguments could cover such topics as the mi-
raculous makeup of the atom and the unexplainably 
precise balance between the proton and electron. In 
itself, the atom offers the undeniable conclusion that 
our most base makeup was a product of a willful 
choice, a thorough plan, and a perfect design. In his 
book, A Cozy Cosmology, physicist Heinz Pagels con-
cludes that if the universe appears tailor-made for life, 
the most straightforward conclusion is that it actually is 
tailor-made for life.  

WHAT IS THIS THING:CHRISTIANITY? 
(Continued from page 5) 

Mathematician William Dembski offers a “filter” giving 
logical form to the fact that we are here as a result of 
immaculate design. Dembski says that when we try to 
explain any natural phenomenon, we can filter it 
through three possibilities: chance, law, or design. If it 
is irregular, erratic, and unspecified, we classify it as a 
random event – chance.  If it is regular, repeatable, 
and predictable, we conclude it to be a result of natural 
forces – a law, i.e., changing of the seasons, or the 
appearance of daylight and darkness. However, if it is 
unpredictable yet highly specified, we must conclude 
that it has specific design. Could any rational mind 
conclude that the Eiffel Tower, or Westminster Abbey, 
or Mount Rushmore resulted from a mere random 
event? Or could the imagination be so creative as to 
believe that they were a result of some natural law and 
would be in place without the effort of design?  
“Science” has used Darwinianism as a theory to ex-
plain how life began with an accidental mixing of chem-
icals forming a one-cell organism, and over hundred of 
millions, maybe billions, of years, life evolved from but-
terflies to bees and finally to little boys. Intelligent men 
have spent lifetimes mixing their chemicals and manip-
ulating their experiments, attempting to retrace steps 
that brought us from turtles to toddlers. We have built 
Epcot Centers that blend imagination with just enough 
truth to create a sharp, concise paradigm of the journey 
that brought us to where we are. We have been party 
to, or cooperated in, populating the minds of our chil-
dren with visions from science-fiction mutants in the 
likeness of Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and Harry 
Potter; all of which promote the theory that, given 
enough time and opportunities to mutate, life evolves 
into forms far beyond imagination. But with all the ex-
periments, with all the real and imaginary attempts at 
mutation, facts stand in cold contempt of man’s efforts 
at defying God’s title to being Supreme Architect of our 
universe. Birds may be bred to grow longer beaks or 
fewer feathers, but not to grow fur; neither can a 
mouse be evolved to grow feathers, nor can a pig ever 
grow wings. And true science admits to such.  
Both friends and foes of Christianity acknowledge that 
its claim to any credibility stands or falls on the doctrine 
of creation. Christianity is not merely a religion, recog-
nized by projected piety or corporate worship. It is an 
honest, informed perspective on reality. It is an ever up
-to-date road map that directs the way we act if we are 
to live peacefully and rationally in the real world. Crea-
tion is the first element of the truly Christian worldview. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Creation is the foundation on which everything else is built. Unless our species was created by a Supreme Creator, 
and unless mankind is the crowning act of His creation, then our claim to human dignity is wholly imaginary. Our 
origin tells us who we are, why we are here, and how we should treat one another. False views of our origin spawn 
strife. Unless we understand from where we came and why we are here, then we misunderstand how to treat one 
another, and what this thing, “Christianity”, really is.  
 
See the next two issues of REVEILLE as we explore (1) How we got to where we are, and what went wrong, and 
(2) How we can fix it, and where we are going.  

WHAT IS THIS THING: CHRISTIANITY? 
(Continued from page 7) 

As 2001 slips into history, our family wishes for you and your family a healthy and prosperous 2002. May 
the new year open doors to the Lord’s service of which we have not yet dreamed, and may we seize every 
opportunity to learn more of Him and to be more like Him.  From our family to yours, have a wonderful, 
happy, and holy holiday season. 
Dean Nowell, Tressie Lewis, Laura Lewis, Nathan Lee Lewis, John Lewis, Cindy Bryson, Donald Travis Co-
zart, Kay Lewis, Travis Lewis, and Vernon Bryson.  


